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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

Please amend claims 1, 3, 5, 9, 16 and 19; and cancel claims 4, 7, 8, 11, 18, and 20 as set 
forth below. This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application. 

1 * (currently amended) An illumination device, comprising: 

anan optical waveguide with an elongated rod shape and having a predetermined 

length with a light-receiving surface and a light-emitting surface; 

an e longated light oouroo anwltiplicity of spaced point li^ht souths positioned 

adjacent to and arrang e ffi ft foe extending along t he light-receiving surface of said waveguide 

and extending sub s tantially along the longtb - of s aid wav e guid e; and 

a scattering cap secured to the light-emitting surface of said waveguide and 

extending substantially along the length of said waveguide, said scattering cap receiving light 

transmitted through the waveguide from said light source throng total inter^l reflection and 

scattering said light to create a substantially uniform light intensity pattern along a lateral surface 

of said scattering cap. 

2. The illumination device as recited in claim 1 , and further comprising a housing 
positioned adjacent to said waveguide and enclosing the light-receiving surface of said 
waveguide. 

3. (currently amended) The illumination device as recited in claim 2, wherein said 
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e longat e d light sourc e is point light sources are also enclosed within said housing. 

4. (cancelled) 

5. (currently amended) The illumination device as recited in claim [4] _L wherein 
said point light sources are light-emitting diodes. 

6. The illumination device as recited in claim 1 , wherein the lateral surface of said 
scattering cap is curved to simulate a neon or fluorescent tube. 

7. (cancelled) 

8. (cancelled) 

9. (currently amended) Hie illumination device as recited in claim 2, wherein said 
housing includes a pair of side walls e ngaging -alone side surfaces of said waveguide and 
defining an open-ended channel that extends substantially the predetermined length of said 
waveguide. 

1 0. The illumination device as recited in claim 9, wherein said housing ftirther 
includes a floor portion connecting said side walls so that the housing has a substantially U- 
shape, 
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11 • (cancelled) 

12. The illumination device as recited in claim 1, and further comprising a protective 
shield applied to and encapsulating said waveguide and said scattering cap* 

1 3. The illumination device as recited in claim 1, and further comprising a protective 
sleeve that encases the entire illumination device, except for the lateral surface of the scattering 
cap, 

14. The illumination device as recited in claim 1 , wherein said scattering cap is 
a thin coating applied to the light-emitting surface of said waveguide. 

1 5. The illumination device as recited in claim 1 , wherein said scattering cap has a 
channel defined therethrough, said channel being filled with an adhesive material, thus allowing 
the scattering cap to be secured to said waveguide, 

16. (currently amended) An illumination device, comprising: 

anano ptfofrl w aveguide w ith ffl etoA g ftted rod shape and h aving a predetermined 
length with a light-receiving surface and a light-emitting surface; 

on olongatod light oouroo a multiplicity of spaced point light sources p ositioned 
adjacent to and arranged in a line extending along t he light-receiving surface of said waveguide 
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and e xtending gubotuntiolly along th e l e ngth of ooid wavoguido ; 

a housing positioned adjacent to said waveguide and enclosing the light-receiving 
surface of said waveguide; 

a scattering cap secured to the light-emitting surface of said waveguide and 
extending substantially along the length of said waveguide, said scattering cap receiving light 
transmitted through the waveguide from said light source and scattering said light to create a 
substantially uniform light intensity pattern along a lateral surface of said scattering cap; and 

a protective shield applied to and encapsulating the waveguide, housing, and 

scattering cap. 

1 7. The illumination device as recited in claim 16, wherein said protective shield is a 
wear-resistant coating applied to and encapsulating the waveguide, housing, and scattering cap. 

18. (cancelled) 

1 9. (currently amended) An illumination device, comprising: 

Qptfcal waveguide with an elon gated rod shape and h aving a predetermined 
length with a light-receiving surface and a light-emitting surface; 

an e longat e d light source a multiplicity of spaced point light sources p ositioned 
adjacent to and arranged in a line extending along t he light-receiving surface of said waveguide 
and e xtending aubatontiaHy along th e l e ngth of o aid wav e guide ; 
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a housing positioned adjacent to said waveguide and enclosing the light-receiving 
surface of said waveguide; 

a scattering cap secured to the light-emitting surface of said waveguide and 
extending substantially along the length of said waveguide, said scattering esq) receiving light 
transmitted through the waveguide from said light source and scattering said light to create a 
substantially uniform light intensity pattern along a lateral surface of said scattering cap; and 

a protective sleeve that encases the entire illumination device, except for the 
lateral surface of the scattering cap* 

20. (cancelled) 
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